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Astor  Hotel  Fete  by  Sisterhood 

Expected  to  Set  New  Records 

Huge  Attendance ,  Entertainers,  at  Fund-Raising  Luncheon 

The  Annual  Musicale  and  Donor  Luncheon  of  the  Sisterhood  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  March  26th,  on  the  Roof  of  the  Hotel  Astor.  This  affair  promises  to 
have  one  of  the  most  interesting  programs  and  to  top  attendance  records  for  Sister¬ 
hood  luncheons. 


"Jewish  Cultural  Life” 
Topic  in  Grayzel  Course 

The  next  lecture  of  the  current  Adult 
Education  Committee’s  major  Lecture 
Course  “Currents  in  Jewish  History  from 
the  Eleventh  to  the  Nineteenth  Century” 
will  take  place  this  Monday  evening,  the 
17th.  with  Prof.  Grayzel  as  the  guest  lec¬ 
turer.  Prof.  Grayzel’s  lecture  will  be  on 
"Broadening  Horizons  of  Jewish  Cultural 
Life.  This  will  entail  a  discussion  of 
the  influence  of  Greek  and  Arab  philoso¬ 
phy  on  Jewish  Thought,  the  development 
of  Jewish  poetry,  and  the  expositors  of 
the  Bible  and  Codifiers  of  the  Law.  This 
promises  to  be  as  interesting  and  stimu¬ 
lating  an  evening  as  Prof.  Grayzel  has 
provided  his  large  audience  the  last  two 
Monday  evenings.  Those  who  did  not  at¬ 
tend  the  previous  lectures  may  still 
attend  the  ensuing  four  lectures  at  a  nomi¬ 
nal  fee  ot  $.50  per  lecture.  The  lectures 
are  individual  sessions  and  one  may  at¬ 
tend  any  lecture,  as  they  are  handled  as 
independent  lectures. 

Next  Monday,  the  24th,  Rabbi  Kertzer 
will  be  the  guest  lecturer  on  the  topic 
“Denouement  in  Spain.”  Rabbi  Kertzer 
will  here  discuss  the  Rise  of  the  Marran- 
nos  and  the  expulsion  of  the  Jews  from 
Spain,  concluding  with  the  story  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Jews  in  North  and  South 
America  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth 
centuries. 

The  Seminar  course  from  8  to  8:45 
p.m.  will  be  given  on  both  evenings  by 
Rabbi  Kertzer.  He  will  discuss  the  High 
Holy  Day  ritual  and  liturgy.  Those  who 
have,  not  attended  so  far  are  still  urged  to 
attend  this  interesting  Seminar. 


SCHEDULE  OF  SERVICES 

SABBATH  EVE 

Friday,  March  21st,  8:30  o’clock 
Dr.  James  Loeb  will  speak  on 
“Economic  Security  and  Liberty” 

SABBATH  MORNING 
Saturday,  March  22nd,  10  a.m. 
Junior  Congregation  Service 
at  10:30  a.m. 


Adult  Education  Lecture 
Features  Dr.  James  Loeb 
of  Newly-Formed  A.D.A. 

Friday  Evening  Lecture  Will  Be  on 
"Economic  Security  and  Liberty" 

Dr.  James  Loeb  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
w  ill  speak  on  Friday  evening,  March  21st 
in  the  Synagogue  on  “Economic  Security 
and  Liberty.”  Dr.  Loeb’s  lecture  is  one 
in  the  Committee  on  Adult  Education 
series,  “Current  Battlefronts  of  Democ- 
racy. 

Dr.  Loeb  is  at  present  national  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Americans  for  Democratic 
Action,  with  headquarters  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  He  served  formerly  as  National 
Director  of  the  Union  for  Democratic 
Action. 

He  has  written  extensively,  especially 
for  the  NATION  and  the  NEW  REPL1B- 
L1C  in  the  field  on  w  hich  he  is  to  speak. 

Americans  for  Democratic  Action  was 
organized  to  promote  progressive  action 
by  supporting  liberal  men  and  measures 
in  national  and  state  legislation  irrespec¬ 
tive  of  party  affiliation.  It  seeks  the 
achievement  of  freedom  and  economic 
security  through  education  and  demo¬ 
cratic  political  action.  It  is  operated  on 
a  community  basis  under  the  direction 
of  its  able  leader,  Mr.  Loeb. 

James  Loeb  comes  to  our  Lecture  plat¬ 
form  with  a  w  ide  experience  in  his  field, 
and  with  a  brilliant  record  as  a  lecturer 
and  writer. 

According  to  Mr.  Joseph  Lash  of  the 
New  York  office,  Mr.  Loeb’s  address  will 
provide  an  excellent  basis  for  a  fruit¬ 
ful  discussion  of  the  most  basic  problem 
in  the  economic  life  ol  America. 


Guests  will  have  an  opportunity  to  re¬ 
ceive  one  of  the  35  attractive;  gifts.  All  of 
this  is  offered  at  Sisterhood’s  only  fund¬ 
raising  function  of  the  year. 

Another  of  the  features  of  the  enter¬ 
tainment  will  be  the  performances  of  two 
outstanding  artists  in  the  musical  world. 
The  guests  will  be  privileged  to  hear  Miss 
Dorothy  Sarnoff,  soprano  of  the  City 
Center  Opera  Company  and  former  star 
of  the  operetta,  “Rosalinda,”  and  Mr. 
John  Gurney,  basso,  formerly  associated 
with  the  Metropolitan  Opera  Company. 

Rabbi  Steinberg  Speaking 

The  musicale  will  begin  promptly  at 
11  o’clock  with  Cantor  David  J.  Putter- 
man  opening  the  festivities.  Following 
the  musical  program,  Rabbi  Morris  N. 
Kertzer  will  offer  the  invocation.  Imme¬ 
diately  after  the  luncheon,  Rabbi  Milton 
Steinberg  will  address  the  audience. 

Prompt  attendance  is  urged  so  that  the 
guests  may  fully  appreciate  the  program 
and  avoid  disturbing  the  audience  in  its 
enjoyment  of  these  fine  artists. 

Sisterhood  members  are  asked  to  send 
in  their  checks  for  the  Treasure  Chest 
Books  which  are  their  invitations  to  the 
luncheon. 

In  order  to  eliminate  last  minute  quan- 
dries  for  the  Luncheon  Committee,  please 

( Continued  on  page  4) 


SCHEDULE  OF  SERVICES 

SABBATH  SERVICES 
Friday,  March  28th,  8:30  o’clock 
Rabbi  Steinberg  will  preach  on 
“Gentleman’s  Agreement:  An 
Appraisal” 

SABBATH  MORNING 
Saturday,  March  29th,  10  a.m. 
Junior  Congregation  Service 
at  10:30  a.m. 
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The  Congregation  wishes  to  ex¬ 
tend  its  sincerest  condolences  to 
Rabbi  Kertzer  upon  the  death  of  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Sylvia  Lakin.  The  bul¬ 
letin  staff  adds  its  deep  regrets 
and  kindest  thoughts  at  this  time. 

From  the  Desk  of 

Rabbi  Steinberg 

In  the  course  of  my  appeal  on  behalf 
of  Haganah,  published  in  the  latest  issue 
of  the  bulletin,  I  wrote : 

“I  have  never  been  addicted  to  either 
— or  procedures.  My  passionate  concern 
with  moving  D.P.’s  into  Palestine  does 
not  in  the  least  detract  from  my  eager¬ 
ness  to  win  security  and  civic  rights  for 
those  Jews  who  elect  to  remain  in  Europe, 
nor  from  my  desire  to  see  the  doors  of 
America  opened  to  enlarged  immigra¬ 
tion.  Our  struggle  for  Jewish  survival 
has  to  be  fought  not  on  one  but  on  all 
fronts.” 

Mrs.  Milton  Grass,  one  of  the  leading 
spirits  in  our  Committee  on  Adult  Edu¬ 
cation  and  the  presiding  officer  at  our 
congregational  symposium  of  February 
17th  on  the  theme:  “Wither  D.P.’s?” 
has  written  me  a  letter  of  comment.  Her 
communication  is  so  rich  in  information 
and  suggestions  for  action  that  I  am 
delighted  to  make  it  public. 

Mrs.  Grass  writes: 

“Beset  with  the  pressing  question: 
‘What  can  we  do?’,  our  answer  must  be 


that  we  shall  utilize  our  privileges  and 
responsibilities  as  citizens — and  that  on 
at  least  two  fronts:  Washington  and  the 
United  Nations. 

“Our  Congress  is  subject  to  our  will, 
but  cannot  guess  what  we  as  citizens  want 
unless  we  tell  them.  President  Truman 
issued  directives  to  Congress,  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1945,  again  in  1946,  and  in  his  State 
of  the  Union  message,  January  1947  that 
legislation  be  enacted  to  facilitate  D.P. 
immigration  to  the  United  States. 

“What  steps  have  we  taken  as  indivi¬ 
duals  in  support  of  this  pronouncement 
—  such  specific  steps  as  writing  short 
simple  letters  to  our  Congressmen;  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Senate  and  House  Judi¬ 
ciary  Committees,  where  immigration 
bills  are  now  referred;  to  New  York 
Senator-elect  Irving  Ives,  who  in  his 
election  declaration  supported  an  emer¬ 
gency  immigration  program?  How  much 
support  have  we  lent  to  Congressman 
Emanuel  Celler  (N.Y.)  (ranking  minor¬ 
ity  member,  House  Judiciary  Commit¬ 
tee),  to  Congressman  Adolph  J.  Sabath 
(Ill.),  to  Congressman  John  Lesinski 
(Mich.)  endorsing  their  bills  to  moder¬ 
ate  and  liberalize  present  immigration 
restrictions?  Have  we  further  expressed 
ourselves  to  Chairman  Earl  Michener,  of 
the  House  Judiciary  Committee,  and  to 
Senator  Alexander  Wiley,  of  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee,  stressing  that  forty- 
nine  members  of  Congress  have  pledged 
proposals  to  liberalize  present  immigra¬ 
tion  quotas  by  pooling  the  unused  quotas 
of  the  war  years  for  the  benefit  of  the 
D.P.’s?  Let’s  make  our  stand  known 
against  the  tide  of  bills  being  offered  to 
reduce  immigration  quotas. 

“If  we  remain  passive,  with  decisions 
imminent  on  the  immigration  issue,  we 
are  allowing  the  D.A.R.,  the  American 
Legion,  Southern  Race-Isolationists,  all 
others  with  a  narrow  attitude  toward 
minorities,  to  impress  their  will  on  those 
who  represent  us  in  Washington.  More¬ 
over,  if  we  remain  passive  on  the  fallacy 
of  the  Immigration  Law  as  passed  in  1924 
then  there  is  disregard  of  both  the.  imme¬ 
diate  and  the  long  range  needs  of  this 
country  in  terms  of  sound  constructive 
immigration  policy. 

“On  the  Palestine  issue,  as  citizens  we 
are  altogether  justified  in  being  exercised 
over  Great  Britain’s  violation  of  her 
statutory  pledge  to  facilitate  immigration 
of  Jews  to  Palestine,  over  her  negating 
of  the  Anglo-American  Commission’s 
recommendation  of  admission  of  100,000 
D.P.’s  to  Palestine,  over  her  rejection  of 
President  Truman’s  pronouncement  to 
this  effect.  Then  let  us  express  ourselves 
often  and  vigorously  to  this  effect  to  the 
State  Department  and  our  Congressmen. 
Let  us  be  equally  emphatic  with  our  sena- 


Engagements 

Bulletin  sends  its  felicitations  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jules  Mendel  upon  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  their  daughter,  Dorothy  Joan,  to 
Alvin  Silber,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Silber. 

Anniversary 

We  wish  to  make  special  mention  and 
send  good  wishes  upon  their  golden  wed¬ 
ding  anniversary  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abra¬ 
ham  Lipton,  parents  of  Mrs.  Louis 
Cohen. 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mil- 
ton  Weill,  who  celebrated  their  twenty- 
fifth  wedding  anniversary  on  March  5th. 
Best  wishes  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  Finley, 
whose  10th  anniversary  will  occur  on 
March  21st;  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Joseph 
Gordon  who  will  celebrate  their  thirty- 
fifth  anniversary  on  March  24th,  and  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tubie  Resnick  who  will 
pass  the  fifth  milestone  on  March  31st. 

Deaths 

We  wish  to  offer  our  condolences  to 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Baumritter  upon  the  loss 
of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Dora  Beiber;  to 
Mr.  Morris  Edelman  on  the  death  of 
his  brother,  Max;  to  Airs.  Fannie  Held 
on  the  death  of  her  husband,  Dr.  Isidore 
W.  Held;  to  Mrs.  Nelson  Miller,  whose 
father,  Alax  Lesser, recently  passed  away; 
and  to  Airs.  Jean  Picker  upon  the  death 
of  her  husband,  Meyer. 

Correction 

The  bulletin  wishes  to  apologize  to 
Air.  and  Airs.  Sandor  Mark,  whose  name 
was  omitted  from  the  roster  of  the  Adult 
Education  Committee  in  our  issue  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  17th,  at  which  time  a  complete 
committee  listing  was  published. 


tors  and  representatives  about  our  desire 
for  speedy  and  positive  action  on  I.R.O. 
— the  more  imperative  since  UNRRA  is 
to  suspend  operations  on  June  30th.  And 
when  the  Palestine  issue  comes  to  U.N. 
we  must  make  our  convictions  known  to 
Secretary  of  State  Marshall  and  to  Sena¬ 
tor  Warren  R.  Austin,  United  States  Dele¬ 
gate  to  U.N. 

“Referring  recently  to  the  handling  of 
the  Palestine  question  Foreign  Secretary 
Bevin  said:  ‘After  2,000  years  of  conflict 
another  twelve  months  will  not  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  long  delay.’  A  citizen  with  a 
sense  of  law  and  justice  will  disagree, 
with  Mr.  Bevin  that  D.P.’s  can  wait.  He 
will  seek  to  answer  ‘What  can  I  do?’ 
with  urging  his  Washington  legislators 
and  U.N.  representatives  to  face  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  the  resettlement  of  war-refugees 
as  one  of  immediate  national  and  inter¬ 
national  import  and  responsibility.” 

[Milton  Steinberg 
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School  Highlights 

by  Alma  D.  Kaplan 


The  next  meeting  of  the  Parents’  Asso¬ 
ciation  Study  Group  will  take  place  in 
the  Synagogue  vestry  on  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing,  March  25th  at  10:30. 

#  *  * 

For  those  who  accompany  their  children 
to  Sunday  School  a  new  service  has  been 
started.  They  are  invited  downstairs  to 
our  Library,  where  Parent-Librarians  are 
on  hand  checking  volumes  for  circula¬ 
tion.  Hot-offthe-press  books  are  now 
available,  having  been  purchased  with 
the  profits  from  the  Library’s  sideline — 
the  sale  of  new  books  at  list  prices,  allow¬ 
ing  a  dealer’s  profit  which  goes,  in  turn, 
toward  the  buying  of  additional  books 
for  our  Library.  Mrs.  S.  Wimpheimer, 
chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  re¬ 
ports  that  profits  from  the  sale,  of  books 
have  yielded  sufficient  funds  to  present 
19  books  to  the  School  Library.  Please 
continue  to  use  Jewish  books  as  gifts  and 
to  buy  them  through  this  Committee. 

(. Because  some  teachers  have  not  been 
ready  to  receive  us  when  ive  were  ready 
to  call  upon  them  we  have  had  to  jump 
out  oj  chronological  order  in  our  visits 
to  classrooms  and  stop  first  at  those  ivho 
invite  us  in.  We  hope  to  fill  in  the  gaps 
when  teachers  of  classes  below  61  which 
we  have  omitted,  are  ready  to  receive  us.) 

#  ‘A*  * 

Class  6Y  includes  girls  and  boys  of  about 
10  and  11,  and  is  taught  by  Mr.  Sanford 
(Sandy)  Hahn,  who  is  a  former  student 
of  this  school  himself,  and  is  now  at¬ 
tending  classes  at  the  Jewish  Theological 
Seminary. 

They  are  resting  up  somewhat  after  a 
tough  mid-semester  review  and  examina¬ 
tion.  “You  ought  to  see  the  WORK  we 
do,”  they  tell  you,  with  a  mixture  of  pride 
and  self-pity  in  their  voice.  “Can  you 
speak  to  Mr!  Hahn  about  letting  up  with 
the  homework?  ’ 

As  you  watch  the  children  run  things, 
you  are  confident  that  they  can  tackle  any 
hurdle,  even  Mr.  Hahn  and  his  home¬ 
work. 

Noah  Wald  is  President  of  6Y  and 
Alan  Kramer  is  Vice-President.  Ihe  hard¬ 
est  job  by  general  admission,  however,  is 
that  of  Secretary-Treasurer  Keren  Ami 
Representative  which  is  all  rolled  up  into 
one  and  handled  by  Danny  Josephthal. 

This  class  does  its  part  to  brighten 
Assembly  programs.  Its  latest  contribu¬ 
tion  was  a  nicely  polished  version  of  the 
song  “ Eliyahu  Hanovi’  for  the  School 
Songfest.  For  the  same  program,  Merle 
Skoler  read  the  Opening  Prayer,  and 


Robert  Rifkind,  Karen  Kuden,  Danny 
Josephthal,  Sylvia  Schneider,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Kaplan  presented  special  features. 

The  course  of  study  takes  the  children 
through  Jewish  History  from  the  time  of 
the  destruction  of  the  Second  Temple 
(70)  to  the  year  1600.  At  the  same  time 
they  investigate  the  modern  movement  of 
Zionism  through  its  presentation  in  “Re¬ 
building  Palestine”,  a  book  by  Dr.  Ben 
Ediden.  The  jam-packed  program  also 
provides  a  functional  Hebrew  vocabu¬ 
lary,  words  like  Kosher,  tref,  Hometz, 
etc.  Acquaintance  with  the  prayer  book, 
as  well  as  with  the  Psalms  and  Proverbs, 
is  supervised  by  Mr.  Hahn. 

There’s  an  unofficial  but  standing  com¬ 
mittee  of  Complaint- About -the -Home¬ 
work,  but  that’s  just  to  remind  Mr.  Hahn 
to  go  easy.  At  heart,  the  kids  seem  proud 
of  all  they  know,  and  are  gratified  at  the 
tremendous  amount  of  ground  they  are 
covering. 

Model  Seder  Service 
Featured  by  School 

The  students  and  staff  of  the  Religious 
School  wish  to  invite  their  parents  and 
friends  to  a  model  Seder  to  be  held  in 
the  Vestry  on  Sunday  morning,  March 
30th  at  10:30  a.m.  The  entire  service 
will  be  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  San¬ 
ford  Hahn,  a  member  of  the  teaching 
faculty. 

On  Friday  evening,  May  2nd,  1947,  the 
Fifth  Annual  Sabbath  Eve  Service  of 
Liturgical  Music  by  Contemporary  Com¬ 
posers  will  take  place,  in  our  Synagogue. 
This  event  has  evoked  great  interest  in  gen¬ 
eral  musical  spheres  and  become  a  praise¬ 
worthy  influence  in  revitalizing  Jewish 
worship  and  in  enriching  the  musical 
liturgy  of  the  Synagogue.  In  the  past 
four  years  works  in  manuscript  by  now 
famous  composers  and  others  received 
their  first  world  premiere  performance 
at  our  services.  The  services  this  year 
will  include  compositions  by  Lukas  Foss, 
Morton  Gould,  Bernard  Herrmann, 
Jacques  de  Menasce,  Douglas  Moore, 
Bernard  Rogers,  Leo  Smit  and  Leo 
Sowerby. 


Purchase  Haggadahs 

In  Time  for  Passover 

Any  orders  for  Haggadahs,  including 
the  new  one  published  by  the  Society  for 
the  Advancement  of  Judaism,  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted  by  Mrs.  Milton  Heller,  through 
the  Synagogue  office.  Everyone  is  urged 
to  place  orders  for  Haggadahs  and  other 
objects  for  Passover  use  soon,  in  order 
to  allow  ample  time  for  delivery  before 
the  holiday — Friday  evening,  April  4th. 


Sisterhood  Speaks 

by  Dorothy  Cross 


On  Tuesday,  February  25th,  the  Sis¬ 
terhood  held  its  annual  Birthday  Party. 
The  occasion  will  long  be  remembered. 
The  Sisterhood  members  decorated  the 
Vestry,  which  depicted  all  the  seasons, 
and  really  outdid  themselves  in  their 
efforts.  When  the  candles  had  been  lit, 
and  the  lights  turned  out,  our  Vestry 
seemed  to  turn  into  an  unbelievable  fairy¬ 
land.  Although  we  had  most  inclement 
weather,  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty 
ladies  present. 

Many  Sisterhood  members  were  hon¬ 
ored  for  their  various  distinctions  and 
achievements.  Mrs.  Irma  Heller,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  affair,  presented  flower  cor¬ 
sages  to  Mrs.  Emma  Lubeck,  as  the  “Sis¬ 
terhood  Sweetheart”,  and  the  “Lady  of 
the  Hour”.  Mrs.  Lubeck,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four,  is  most  active  in  Temple  ac¬ 
tivities  and  appears  possessed  of  eternal 
youth;  to  Mrs.  Frieda  Sack,  “Lady  of  the 
Day”,  who  celebrated  her  Wedding  Anni¬ 
versary  on  that  day;  to  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Geller,  “Lady  of  the  Month”.  Mrs.  Geller 
was  re-elected  chairman  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Greater  New  York  United 
Jewish  Appeal,  which  opens  its  drive  this 
month,  after  having  done  such  wonderful 
work  last  year;  to  Mrs.  Frances  Peiper, 
“Lady  of  the  Year”,  for  her  grand  work 
as  Sisterhood  President. 

Mrs.  Helen  Metzler,  raconteur,  gave  a 
very  interesting  talk  on  “The  Theatre  As 
We  See  It  Today”.  Miss  Yolanda  Gregory 
sang  beautifully  and  was  accompanied 
by  one  of  our  own  members,  Mrs.  Olga 
B.  Stern,  who  played  magnificently,  and 
on  short  notice. 

Mrs.  Heller  commended  all  the  table 
hostesses  on  the  lovely  work  they  did, 
and  their  untiring  efforts  to  make  the 
affair  a  success. 

*  *  *3f 

The.  next  Sisterhood  meeting  will  take 
place  on  April  22nd,  at  1:30  o’clock.  Our 
guest  speaker  will  be  Mr.  Eleazer  Lipskv, 
former  District  Attorney  and  lecturer  for 
the  Foreign  Policy  Association,  whose 
topic  will  be  “Palestine,  Its  Effect  on  the 
American  Community.” 


Purchase  Skull  Caps 

In  pursuance  of  the  policy  recently 
announced  by  Mr.  I.  B.  Oseas,  chairman 
of  the  Ritual  Committee,  the  office  wishes 
to  inform  the  congregants  that  skull 
caps  can  now  be  purchased  here  for  a 
nominal  fee  of  $.40.  All  members  are 
urged  to  wear  them.  It  is  hoped  this 
practice  will  add  dignity  to  the  services. 
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Jr.  League  Spring  Dance 
For  Haganah,  March  23rd 

The  Junior  League  will  sponsor  its 
annual  Spring  Frolic  on  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  March  23rd  in  the  Vestry  of  the 
Synagogue.  Miss  Lois  Drosin  and  her  co- 
chairman  Miss  Jean  Walzer  have  been 
hard  at  work  arranging  a  novel  program, 
and  have  secured  the  services  of  Joe  Moss 
and  his  orchestra  to  provide  the  music. 
As  usual  a  capacity  crowd  is  expected. 
The  proceeds  will  be  used  to  support 
Haganah  which  Rabbi  Steinberg  “■plug¬ 
ged”  in  the  last  issue  of  the  bulletin.  All 
the  young  people  of  the  congregation  and 
their  friends  are  cordially  invited  to  help 
make  March  23rd  an  enjoyable  event. 
Tickets  are  being  sold  at  the  nominal 
price  of  $1.25  and  may  be  purchased 
from  members  of  the  Junior  League. 

Rabbi  Kertzer's  Book 
To  Appear  March  31st 

Rabbi  Morris  N.  Kertzer’s  new  book, 
“With  An  ‘H’  On  My  Dog  Tags”,  which 
is  scheduled  for  early  release,  has  already 
elicited  enthusiastic  comments  from  rab¬ 
bis  who  are  familiar  with  the  subject  his 
book  describes. 

Rabbi  Aryeh  Lev,  who  was  Jewish 
representative  on  the  War  Department 
Chaplains  Selection  Board,  wrote: 

“Congratulations  to  Morris  Kertzer  on 
his  splendid  story.  This  is  a  book  to  be 
read  by  all,  not  because  it  is  the  first  of 
its  kind,  but  because  it  is  a  frank,  realistic 
portrayal,  excitingly  told,  in  a  colorful 
and  lucid  style.  We  need  more  stories  of 
this  kind.” 

Rabbi  Bernard  Segal  of  the  Jewish 
Theological  Seminary,  wrote:  “I  was 
deeply  moved  by  Rabbi  Kertzer’s  docu¬ 
ment.  Here’s  both  an  authentic  record 
and  a  penetrating  and  sympathetic  inter¬ 
pretation  of  human  events  in  one  of  the 
world’s  most  inhuman  wars.” 

From  Rabbi  Roland  Gittelsohn,  who 
served  with  distinction  in  the.  I5acific, 
notably  on  Okinaw  a,  came  the  following 
tribute:  “Out  of  the  anguish,  the  heart¬ 
ache,  and  the  rich  exaltations  of  being  a 
chaplain  with  an  “H"  on  his  dogtags, 
Morris  Kertzer  has  given  the  Jews  of 
America  a  message,  of  firm  and  justified 
hope.” 

So  as  not  to  be  left  out  in  obtaining 
your  first  edition  copy,  place  your  order 
now  with  Mrs.  Seymour  Wimpfheimer, 
chairman  of  the  Library  Committee,  at 
the  Synagogue.  The  book  will  be  out  by 
March  31st.  according  to  the  publisher’s 
report,  and  the  price  is  only  $2.75  per 
copy.  Rabbi  Kertzer  has  promised  to 
autograph  all  those  purchased  through 
Mrs.  Wimpfheimer.  Incidentally,  it  will 
make  an  ideal  Passover  gift. 


Harper’s  Publishes 
Article  on  Haganah 

Haganah  is  the  Jewish  People's  Army, 
according  to  an  article  in  the  current 
issue  of  Harper’s,  by  Moshe  Brilliant, 
who  is  now  in  southern  Palestine.  It 
subordinates  itself  to  the  elected  leaders 
of  the  Jewish  people,  and  when  its  mem¬ 
bers  die,  they  die  as  soldiers  in  the  line 
of  duty. 

Under  the  title  “Underground  in  Pal¬ 
estine,”  Mr.  Brilliant,  who  is  correspond¬ 
ent  for  the  United  Press  and  head  of  the 
Tel  Aviv  bureau  of  the  Palestine  Post, 
describes  the  difference  in  principle  and 
operation  between  Haganah  and  Irgun 
Zvai  Leumi  and  the  Stern  Group.  The 
latter  two,  he  declares,  recognize  no 
authority,  and  do  not  hold  themselves 
responsible  to  the  Jewish  people  for  their 
actions.  Haganah  principally  concerns 
itself  with  the  struggle  for  unrestricted 
Jewish  immigration. 

Mr.  Brilliant  tells  of  his  first  encoun¬ 
ter  with  Haganah  in  1936,  when  he  wit¬ 
nessed  a  group  of  Jewish  boys  in  civilian 
clothes  defending  their  settlement  against 
the  Arabs.  At  that  time,  the  British  wel¬ 
comed  the  ci  operation  of  the  Jews,  and 
turned  their  heads  away  to  avoid  seeing 
that  they  carried  arms,  because  the  Brit¬ 
ish  were  not  strong  enough  in  many  cases 
to  fight  the  Arab  bands.  Later,  the  Jew¬ 
ish  Settlement  Police  were  recruited 
from  this  group  to  fight  Arab  bands, 
and  General  Wingate  chose  men  from 
Haganah  for  the  Special  Night  squads 
which  finally  crushed  the  brigands. 

During  the  war  it  was  Haganah  which 
supplied  volunteers  for  an  amphibious 
raid  against  the  Tripoli  refineries  in 
Vichy-occupied  Syria,  and  were  used  in 
many  other  dangerous  and  important 
missions  by  British  troops.  Men  and 
women  of  the  illegal  Jewish  army  were 
parachuted  into  Nazi-occupied  Europe  to 
organize  uprisings  there,  and  many  more 
lost  their  lives  doing  work  for  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Army. 

When  the  w  ar  was  over,  however,  and 
the  high  commissioner  felt  the  British 
Army  no  longer  needed  the  Jews,  he  or¬ 
dered  them  disarmed.  Pretending  they 
came  to  look  for  deserters  from  the  Pol¬ 
ish  Army,  the  police-searching  party  dis¬ 
mantled  walls,  and  dug  up  fields,  used 
their  rifle  butts  on  the  heads  of  the  Jews 
and,  unable  to  find  the  hidden  arms,  de¬ 
parted,  leaving  behind  one  dead  Jew. 
After  this  outrage,  Sir  Harold  MacMi- 
chael  was  recalled. 

At  one  time,  the  British  Government 
contemplated  legalizing  Haganah.  but 


the  Jews  are  afraid  of  this  because  of  a 
previous  experience,  in  1929.  The  then 
High  Commissioner  withdrew  licenses 
for  shotguns  which  the  Jews  had  been 
issued  in  self-defense,  and  the  Arabs  took 
that  to  mean  that  the  Government  was 
with  them.  They  immediately  proceeded 
to  raze  five  agricultural  settlements,  and 
slaughtered  the  helpless  communities  of 
Safed  and  Hebron.  From  that  time  on, 
the  Jews  have  been  wary  about  trusting 
the  British  with  the  key  to  their  arsenals. 

While  the  present  High  Commissioner 
is  perhaps  not  hostile  to  Haganah,  he. 
also  allowed  his  subordinates  to  persuade 
him  to  institute  an  unprecedented  search 
for  arms,  and  to  arrest  Dr.  Moshe  Sneh, 
a  member  of  the  Jewish  Agency  Execu¬ 
tive,  who  was  suspected  to  be  head  of 
Haganah. 

During  the  1936  riots,  Haganah  of 
course  resisted  Arab  attacks,  but  was  care¬ 
ful  not  to  retaliate  and  never  pursued  the 
attackers  or  took  revenge  against  the  Arab 
population.  This  policy  was  so  distaste¬ 
ful  to  a  group  of  Haganah  members  that, 
with  Vladimir  Jabotinsky,  as  their  leader, 
they  broke  away  and  organized  Irgun 
Zvai  Leumi,  to  carry  on  a  campaign  of 
counter-terror,  arguing  that  violence  had 
paid  off  for  the  Arabs,  and  Jewish  re¬ 
straint  had  only  brought  them  fine  words. 
Both  Haganah  and  Irgun,  however, 
joined  forces  with  the  British  when  the 
war  broke  out,  causing  a  small  group  of 
fanatics,  who  refused  to  work  with  the 
British,  to  break  away  from  Irgun,  form¬ 
ing  the  Stern  group. 

Relations  between  the  three  groups 
have  varied,  but  Haganah  has  always 
been  opposed  to  personal  terror,  and  w  as 
furious  with  Irgun  when  it  blew  up  the 
King  David  Hotel.  Mr.  Brilliant  says  that 
Haganah  has  been  knowr  in  at  least  two 
cases  to  have  obstructed  Irgun  sabotage, 
but  the  future,  of  the  two  groups  depends 
on  the  political  situation.  “The  grimmer 
it  gets,”  he  admits,  “the  stronger  the  ex¬ 
tremists  become.” 

— Fannie  Cohen 


Sisterhood  Luncheon  at  Astor 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

send  in  reservations,  together  with  stubs, 
NOW.  to  Mrs.  William  Karmiol,  400 
East  58th  Street.  To  facilitate  the  seating 
arrangements  at  the  tables,  members  are 
asked  to  let  the  committee  know  with 
whom  they  wish  to  be  placed. 

Additional  Treasure  Chest  Books  may 
he  secured  from  the.  Chairmen,  Mrs. 
Jacob  Easton  Holzman  and  Mrs.  Saul 
Schwamm. 


